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Let’s Draw Insects 

f.vvvvw. bugs are gross' How many times have 
you heard someone say that? A lot of people think 
that bugs and insects are ; css Tnts is because 
they don't know very mu< • aboul these amazing 
creatures. Did you knov there are more species 
of insects than any othei oi imal in the world? 
Scientists have discovered more than 1 million 
species, bus there may be as many as 30 million. 
Insects are small animals 'hat creep., crawl, swim 
and fly around us all the ' me. Insects are marvelous 
little machines, they ha m my different ways of 
getting food and surviving in a world that isn't 
always hind to very small ! mmols. 

If you want to learn more about insects, you can 
start by drawing them, You will learn why they hav :■ 
six legs, You will learn why the dragonfly has 
56,000 lenses in its eyes. You will learn about the 
ants and bees, which live in huge colonies that 
work together n survive r i j\so wi[ learn about 
beetles, which have more species than any other 
kind of insect. 














Here : s a list of supplies Him y >u will need to 
draw insects. 


• A sketch pod 
•A number 2 pencil 
•A pencil sharpener 
•An eraser 

All of the insect drawings begin with a few 
simple shapes, usually ovals or rectangles. Then 
you will add other.shapes to the first shape to draw 
each insect. For more information about drawing 
terms, turn to page 22. 

Insects are fascinating little creatures, but they 
can be hard to draw bee am • ihey ore so different 
from the animals that we are used to seeing. If your 
insects don't look perfect right away, don't give up. 
Remember to go slowly and be patient. Draw 
carefully and keep trying. Your insects will begin to 
look real Soon they will take aver your notebook. 






An Is live almosf everywhere on Eqrtlm You may 
think that all ants look alike, but there are more than 
4,500 species of ants. Like all insects, ants have no 
banes or skeleton. They have an exoskeleton, which 
is a hard shell thqt moves with the animal Their 
exoskeletons are made of a very strong, light material 
called chitin. Ants may be tiny, but they accomplish 
some of the most amazing feats. They are social 
animals. That doesn't mean they like to go to parlies. 
It means they work together to survive. 

Ants live in groups colled colonies that can have up 
to 300 million members. There are castes or types, 
of ants in each colony. The queen ant lays eggs. 
Worker ants find food and bring It to the colony. 

They also protect the queen and the colony. 
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Draw I'rw ovo'i ih >p- o : i lho hood. ihe | 
jk opo of H ■ q if'ior ox. oed she- poi rfy ova I 
ihape of 11 ■ f abdomen 



Ad: i i icar leg How morvy sections do 
you m?d? 






-Draw I he middle 
Notice how ihf; section^ 
Overtop to creole depth, 



Ad'.f orltei 'u- cm eye, cmd the n&ulh Aad 
ihe • bib of tie o ilisr hsgi. 




























Bumblebee 


Bumblebees are large, black and yellow bees, 

They are covered with fb ■ hair thot keeps them 
warm. They live all over the world, but they prefer 
cooler areas, There are a lot of bumblebees in North 
America. Bumblebees are social animals, just like 
their cousins, the ants. They live in colonies and make 
their nests underground Bumblebees are responsible 
far pollinating many plants. Plants need So have 
contact with other plants t reproduce. Bumblebees 
help plants come in con tad With other plants. They fly 
from flower to flower, collecting pollen in special 
pockets on their legs. Bumblebees take the pollen to 
their hive to feed their babies. They also use pollen to 
make honey. 
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Draw tku circle of the thorp*, leaving white 
Spaces gn either side wkere dig wings 
attach. Acid the flattened aval of the 
abdomen, with lines showing segments. 



Cnrrtgl y online one IqnTwmg and kind wing 



Add tba head, eyes, and antennas. 



K> . .. j! a the alliur side Qnd acd veins to 

ihe wings 






























Butterfly 

It really isn't Fair to talk a- ut butterflies without 
talking about caterpillars, because they are the 
same animal Like all insects, butterflies go through 
different stages of life, The . start as eggs. Then they 
natch into small caterpillars Fhey crawl around, 
chewing plants and growing bigger. During that 
time they molt or shed the min several times. 
Findh. t time far them tc \ - com-- idufe 
butterfIies. To become a butterfh, the caterpillar 
wr ips itself in a nghf cocoon 1 ■ The irerpilb* $ 

entire body changes whik H sleeps through the 
winter inside this protective case. It grows wings. 
When it is time for it to corne out, the butterfly 
pushes its way out of the cocoon. Its wings unfold 
into the spring air ready tc Fly away. 
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Add (He WOk log 


fa iHom*. Heod P «***»■ 


trow 


i■' i hind ■'--3 


Add me 


Drew (Hit h*o anHtrvooe 


ta.iw.no AddlU •- rKiii 


<*«* «*■? *» !^r ,B sZSw w 


ArU I'i?m» I erf abdotanol 


*hj3 tef sade of ■' w 


*nng on 


{ ncad Md iJwding Go 

.ms wih a 
ihexpened p° nc ^ 












Dragonfly 

Dragonflies wingspans can be almost 5 inches 
[1 2.6 cm) wide. Thar is not very big in the human 
world, but it is huge in the insect world. These 
creatures are truly the dragons of the insect world. 
They are amazing predators of smaller insects. They 
live near ponds and streams and sometimes in 
fields. Dragonflies can fly up to 60 miles per hour 
(96,6 km/h). They can reverse direction’ very quit f 
fly backward, and hover in the air like helicopters. 
People study them to try to figure out how to make 
better airplanes. Dragonflies may have as many as 
28,000 lenses in each eye. These compound eyes 
allow them to see in every direction ot once, their 
eyes allow them to find their prey and snatch it from 
the air 























SPurf with rwo unotf fi-rcFoi fot tan h*qd 
□ nd taqrax, QH(j drpw tar> tang reclangf* 
fcf tan abdemsp. 


l 


H'r.: # ocmj hind wing 




^ «tota an head taont fegi tan* ta 
V¥irk 9 i '«** on tae akfon™ 






























































Ladybugs can be seen all summer on the stalks of 
plants in gardens and fields. Ladybugs are beetles, 
and they live all over the world. There are about 350 
species just in the United States. Most ladybugs are 
red or oronae with black, -’s i lie number of dots 
changes from one species to the next. All ladybugs 
have short legs and little, round bodies. The red 
"armor" you see on them is actually a hard case to 
protect their wings. When they fly, they have to lift that 
brightly colored armor. 

Ladybugs are one of the most helpful insects known 
to humankind. They feed ■. i aphids. Aphids are liny 
insects lhat eat trees and plants. Aphids can ruin a 
crop of Fruit. Farmers make sure to have ladybugs to 
protect the trees from aphid;. 




































Now moke the Ifldybug feeding on an aphid 






6v-JD-Il 


■ •• rror.i m .id-e, and reo Iwj 


Drti.v rht.- L-.-e-.vmj. a id fhe :Kope ‘La? Icoki 
>,e rhe head bur • & OUjc; y "IS pr-gFhchjm 

which covers Hie dead 


Make a Irn-e for rho edge a' ins sfenv ar.l 
draw rf-? orhsr iiflee leg?. 


-, 1 .: 5po*5 ao ilic Froa r wing and 
: *i i i .'i . Draw <he onlenno (r\e d! Jwo 
■nr- vou ca n‘f At?c|, and iho book. Add 
’dv. ling and a i-as? -Jiadow 




















Praying Mantis 


The praying mantis is a predator. It catches its food 
in its strong, sharp from legs. It is also a master of 
camouflage. Most praying mantises are green or 
brown to blend into the gi ;ss or woods where they 
live. They by hidden and wait for unsuspecting 
insects to come along. As soon as the prey comes 
close enough, the mantis reaches out with its powerful 
legs and grabs its lunch. The mantis has a very strong 
jaw that it uses to bite, kill and qq\ its prey. The 
praying mantis lives along the East Coast of the 
United States, When it isn't killing animals, it likes to 
sit with its front legs held in front, as though it is 
praying. That is how it got its name. Praying mantises 
don't hurt humans, thank goodness! 
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■ fi'-w '"i o :y ubdorncn and wing 


Ad I I’u' rhnrox ciT a flight angle, ihen the 
iL-'Lid ai ■ d rftojlhpar fi 
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Draw the segments or the front leg. raised Ack) oetennae and (he other front leg. 
and ready lo inn re prey 



Drorw the two rear legs Look carefully or the Now add the other two rear legs. Add 
way each, bendi ’.hi :, ling. Jcxluna, ond d^lnih 

















Termite 

There are more than 2 000 species of termites. 
About 40 species live in the United States. Many 
more termites live in South America in the tropical 
ciimates. Termites live in colonies. They arrange their 
colonies into four levels. A king and queen are on the 
top level The queer A sc r ;; that she can't move. 

She is blind and totally helpless. Depending on the 
species, a termite queen can live up to 70 years and 
lay ns m my as 1 *1 millic n j. j in r er iifetirr e, Fern i 
worker termites are at the next level. They take care of 
young termites, get food and maintain the nest 
Soldier termites, at the next level, have huge jaws and 
guard the nest. Finally, nymphs are the lowest level. 
They have the job of laying eggs if the queen dies. 
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Draw fhe abdomen, thorax, and b&od Divide Die thorax Kilo ihree sedidra.. 



Jt::irfaUy dmv* u el leg) t.ilSniched Ig 
each ?a:hon. 


Div 11 o uboo 'iei info ran iedicns. 
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Drew antennae mandibles, and artier details of the bead, Add light 
shading and Mo Hair* 
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Giant Beetle 


Beelles are the largest group of animals in the 
world. There are at least ;Q 000 different 
species. They live everywhere except on polar ice 
caps or in saltwater, Some live in trees, sdme in the 
ground, some even live in termite nests. Some eat 
plants and others eat animals. Still others eat 
whatever they can find. Some beetles eat the dung, 
or ihe waste, of other animals. In fact, although 
Australia had its own spe res of beetles more 
beetles were brought into the country just to eat the 
dung of all the sheep and cows that were being 
raised there. Beetles all have a hard, outer shell that 
protects their wings and bodies. This shell slows 
them down but it also protects them, Almost all 
beetles can fly, but most only fly for short distances. 
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Drciv. 1?ic forcwin^i ond hhomK. 






































Draw/ng Terms 

Here are some of the words and shapes you wrl 
need lo draw insects: 

f~ Box 

( - IJrv'ed line 
Oval 
Shading 
/\ Triangle 
Wavy line 
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camouflage aj] The edof or pato-: van animal's fectfheis 

fur, .Of skin thei helps ii bend mo is sum n v;s 
castes { KASTS) ten : -■ . ■ n a cofotiy, that hove 

specific fund ions. 

chiHn (KY-Jtn) A had material that forms (he "tCtrd port of jnsects' shells, 
cocoon jkuMCQQNJ An envelope, usually of silk, that a baby ifisecS- 
makes around itself when It becomes art adult, 
colonies [KAHTuh-neezf Groups of living things of the same kind Ifopi 
.4row and live fegeiher 

compound eyes |K\V: owner ft : , ’wi - i r at rr r , 

separate visual units. 

exosfefen (ek-sp-SKEH-luh'ton] The hard outer shell d an insect's body, 
molt MOHI I Wher cm an mol steeds its . :■ r. - r k -i. 

pollen |PAH iin| A pcMidef Ihat co-mes from the mole part of a flower, It 
can cause seeds (o grow it the female i irt of q flower, 
pollinoting pAH^Ihrh^ingj Moving pclle. p te flower to another 
:0 'he plant- wm gro w seeds 

predators (FftEHrdundeiaj Animals that kill other animals for food, 
pray [PRAY) An animal that is hunted by another animat for- food, 
reproduce . 1 . D0OS} fp make ' .. - ■ j ihe 

same kind 

species !$PEE-5heez| A single kind of plant qj amiTtal. Far example, all 
people are one spec es 
survive .-;. ■. ■ V) To live longet or stay alive. 

wingspan [WlNG-$pon| The distance horn wing tip to wing lip when 
the wings are stretched out. 
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Web Sites 

To learn more about insects, check out these Web sites: 
wvvw.ny^aesxornell.edu/eni/bfDcantrd/Info/printer himi 
www eorft life.nel n sects ' ■ I m 
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